
Mr. Richardson arose and repelled the impu¬tation (which Mr. Matteson vehemently deniedhaving made) with great severity ; but did notdeny that the omission had been made.
Mr. MoMullen's motion reourred, and theHouse went into Committee of the Whole onthe state of the (Joioo, (Mr. Olds in the chair)Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, arose, and spokeon the Nebraska bill, in opposition to the viewsof Mr. Meachem. on Wednesday.Mr. Stephens denied that the Missouri Com¬

promise was a contract or compaot. The lineof 36 deg. 30 min. was drawn by legislativeenactment, and nothing more. Missouri had
previously been admitted.
The North was the first to violate this law.

Upon the admission of Arkansas, the North
renewed the oontest. The North and the
South had agreed, as Abraham and Lot had
agreed, in the oompaot or law. Mr. Stephensreviewed the history of the events upward to
1850.
Mr. Stephens was strenuous in his opposi¬tion to all legislation by Congress on the sub¬

ject of Slavery, and contended that no repub¬lican could clatui the right of our Government
to govern freemen after they had gone to dwell
in the Territories.

Mr. Stephens oompared the present mani¬
festations of the opponents of the Nebraska bill
to the hissings of demons.to the rebellion of
spirits expelled from heaven.to the manifest¬
ations in Pandemonium. He feared no exoite-
ment. The North would not Tesist. The ad¬
der would hiss in vain. It had never been
killed. The laws had been opposed in the
North.Southern blood had been shed there. \
He spoke of the threats of disregarding the

Compromise with rospect to Southern territo¬
ry. But the South asked for nothing with this
respect.

Mr. Campbell ar06o to reply. He yielded to
none in reverence for this Onion, and never,
until he shall witness the subversion of the
purposes for which the Union bas*becn estab¬
lished, will he assent to its dissolution. But
he had never believed that conquests were to
be made for the purpose of propagating Sla¬
very.

Mr. Campbell was speaking when our report
closed.

LOCAL.
A Sinuular Cask.A year ngo, while the

pnow was yet upon the ground, a man, woman,
and child, wore begging food from door to door
in this city. They were miserable in appear¬
ance. One morning the woman made a call
at a door for relief, but before food could be
brought to her she fell and expired!

It had been observed by some few persons,
that she as well as her husband wob intelli¬
gent, though miserable and bloated. Upon
her person was found no clothing but the one

outside garment.
The man was questioned, and it was ascer¬

tained that he had been, in England, an Epis¬
copal minister. They were between thirty and
forty years of age.
She was buried, and ho was conveyed to the

Almshouse, where he died in a few days.
Their poor little daughtor, five years old, had

shared their misery. She was found, and
plaoed in the Washington Orphan Asylum,
where she now is, a pretty and most interest¬
ing ehild.
Upon tuch information as was obtained from

the father and the child, letters were addressed
to his relations in England. But an interested
relative there, it is thought, induoed the belief
.that the man had not been married to the
woman with whom he had oome to this coun¬

try, and no reply was returned.
But the evidence of tho marriage of the

wretched pair has reoently been found by the
sister of the deoeasCd man, who is the wife of
a Colonel in tho British army, and she has just
sent on eager message for the child, whom it is
her purpose to adopt.
The poor father uud mother had evidently

been fiue looking poople. Their name was

West.

The Hutchinson Family will give Con¬
certs at Carusi's Saloon this evening, to-morrow
evening, and Monday evening. It is unneces¬

sary to praise these admirable vocalists from
" the Old Granite State." Their entertain¬
ments are always delightful, and attended by
every amateur of good vooal music.

Q^-John Carroll Brent has been chosen
Secretary of the Washington National Monu¬
ment Association.

The Gardiner Case..Mr. Feodall an¬

nounced on Wednssday that the prosecution
had closed their case; when Mr. Carlide rose
and stated that sixty-ono days ha 1 elapsed
sinee the commonoement of the present trial,
during which the jury had patiently listened
to the testimony offered, as well ai hoard most
of the dismissions on the questions of submis
sion of evidence, and he and his colleague, by
the permission of their client, proposed to sub¬
mit the case to the jury without argument.

Mr. Kendall, on the part of the prosecution,
declined the offer.
Mr. May opeued his address to the jury.
K?3" Park Benjamin is to leoture at the

Smithsonian Institute to-night, on Fashion.

I BY HOUnri PRINTING TKLXG&AFB )
TKLEGRAPHIC ('ORRESPONDBNCK

FOR DAILY NATIONAL ERA.

Very IAttest by the Canada.
Halifax, F*b. 17..The following addition¬

al items of foreign now* I add to my despatch
of last evening.

Vitniva..Count Puel has drawn out a dec¬
laration of neutrality, with strong leaning
towards the views of the Western Power* and
has given thin to Count Orloff an a final an-
ewer. Count OrlofTs iuispion has therefore
failed.
The Czar's proposals were to form a defen¬

sive league with nil the German Powers, with
whom Russia would make common cause, in
case the Western Powers attacked any one of
them without consulting the interest of the
Western Powers.
To those proposals the Geim<ut Powers,

through Austria, definitely refuse. Russia
therefore remains isolated.
The Western Powers are immmediatcly to

demand the evacuation of the Principalities,
and compel the withdrawal of the Russian
foroes forthwith.
The Rus-ian Minister in London has made

a final formal visit to the Foreign Department
It is reported, at the latest moment of the

sailing of the stciftnor Canada, that Austria
and Prussia had declnred in favor of tho West¬
ern Powers. /

SECOND DESPATCH.
Prinoe Napoleon has been sent to Belgium,

to impress upon the King the neoessity of act¬
ing firmly with Turkey and the other Power*.
He also goes to the various German States.
The French Cabinet held a council on the

Turkey'' reBolved 10 8611,1 80 000 troops to

Count Orlotfs mission to Vienna wu for the
purpose of asking permission fur the Russian

T »,U{^ Hun«ftry II i» rep.,rtedfir theCzar twled to obtain this, Count 0loli would visit Vienna in person
«..«*,* hi.

The interview of Count Orloff with the Em-
peror of Austria was brief and unsatisfactory.

"" "itt U..
And it was further reported that the Em¬

peror of Austria would consider the passagef&JStfWE' cquivoI«Dt to

, [J® Ru,tt,jan Chambers hud promptly grant¬ed the supplies lor complete deleooe.
* JMi°1 uo chanKe »i the condition

of affairs at Kalafat; and it was rumored that
there was a naval engagement on the Black

1y destroyed
ll°6t

A portion of the Turkish fltjet had gone to

^IW0 8l"P 12 000 well-tra.ned troops.

jjtty
0 alllud fleete hftd returned to Bercoe

Colonel Dein, sent by the Government of
r ranee, to report on the. condition of the Turk¬
ish urmy on the Dauube, pronounces it capable
of keeping the Russian army in oheok for a
long time.
Sweden..The hostility of the Swede* to

lvussia is increasing.
Pernio.-The latest aooounts from Persia

state that the English influence preponderates.
opam..Com. Quepada has been appointeduaval commander at Havana
Revolutionary handbills had been published

nroughout Spain, and the feeling against the
Queen was intense. .

/te/y..Groat uneasiness ptevails through-
out Northern Italy, and an outbreak is daily
expeotod.

3

Laterfrom. Texas.
- New Orleans, Feb. 16..The steamer
Louisiana had arrived, bringing later dates
from Texas.

The Condor, at Galveston, stated that she
had passed the ship James King, of Boston, in
an abandoned condition.

Paper Mill Burnt.
Boston, Feb. 17.-The Richmond paper

mill, belonging to a factory at Lowell, has been
burnt.

Markets.
Baltimore, Feb 17, 12 M..Breadstuff's

have declined. Flour.sales of 1,200 barrels
of Howard Street and City Mills, at $8 00;
closing, held higher. Wheat.sales of 2,000
bushels white at $1.86 a 81 88; red $1.84 a
$1 87. Corn.sales of 35,000 bushels, white
at 80 to 85 cents, yellow at 82 to 86 oente
Butter.in kegs at 12 a 13 cents per pound*
roll at 15 a 17 oents.

Baltimore, Feb 17.On late 'Change
3,000 barrels Howard Street and City

Mills flour, at $8.12 a $8 25.
New York, Feb. 17, 1 F. M.Flour dull;

sales of 2 000 barrels State brands, at $8 75 a
$8 81; Southern at $9.12. Wheat.sales of
4.000 bushels red, at $1 98 a $2.00. . Corn-
sales of 18,000 bushels of mixed at $100-
yellow at $K02. Cotton firmer. Stocks firmer.'
Arrival of the Canada.Four Days Later

from Europe.
The steamer Canada arrived at Halifax yes¬

terday evening bringing Liverpool dates of
February 4 The Andes, for Boston, had put
back. The City of Manchester sailed on the
l8t, and the Sarah Sands on the 31st. The
Baltic arrived out on the 2d.
The news is very warlike. The Russian

ambawador was about leaving London.
Parliament met on the3^ and the Queen'a

?P®®?.'Lwas delivered. She mentions the Turk¬
ish difficulty in moderate terms, and congratu¬
lates theoountry upon the allianoe with Franoe.
&he also reoommends an increase in the army
an war threatens front hour to hour.
A reply had been given in writing to the

Czars inquiry respecting the fleets, and the
departure of the Russian Ministers from Lon¬
don and Paris was hourly expeoted. It is re¬
ported that the French and English Ministers
have r»ecn recalled from St. Petersburgh.

Franco will send 80,000 and England 10 000
men to Turkey; England paying half the total
expenses.The funds are quiet and not much depressed.
Everything now depends on the position that
Rui-sia will take.

It is reported that Austria and Prussia will
oo operato with Frauce and Engla: d, but this
i« doubted.

'chLivtrr°°l> .1° cotton, prices were un-

Breadstuff's had been heavy since the last
steamer, but closed with an improving tenden¬
cy, yet on the week there is a decline of Is.
per barrel in flour, and 2d. in wheat. Corn
firm.

Consols closed at 91 >4' to 91 ; United States
¦tooks active, and prices tending upward
United States 6's, '65, 98u to 99U'; ditto '67
.68 108* to 109.*; Maryland 5s,93to 95
Erie convertibles, 87^ to 88>£.

Dreadful Steamboat Explosion.
St. Louis, Feb 16 .The Alton packet Kate

Kearney exploded at the wharf this morning
killing twenty passengers and wounding many
others; many wore drowned. Among those
badly wounded is Major Beal, of the army

Detention of the Foreign Mails.
New \ork, Feb 16.Tho foreign mails

sent from this city yesterday did not reaeh Bos¬
ton in time to go out in the steamer Arabia.

Heavy treshet.
Nrw York, Feb. 16.There is a heavy

freshet in the Hudson river. The dock* at Al-
bany arc submerged.

Free Soil Convention.
Boston, Feb. 16 .A great Free Soil Con¬

vention is being held to-day, in Kaneuil Hall, in
opposition to the Nebraska Bill. All the lead¬
ers of the party aro present. letters were re¬
ceived from John P. Hale and S. P. Cham. J.
W. A Word, presiding. Speeches were made
by Anson Burlingamc, Jochua Leavitt, Amos
Tuck, Amasa Walker, Theodore Parker, Henry
Wilson, and others. Mr. Tuok said, if the bill
passes, the People must prepare for a bitter
contest, with the ory for the repeal of all the
Compromises. A letter from Preston King, of
New York, was read.

DXATH8.
At her residenoe, in Georgetown, on the

evening of the 15th instant, Mrs. Emily Cor-
coran, relict of the late Col. Thos Corcoran,
aged 44 years.On Thursday the 16th instant, Charles
Oii.rert, youngest son of Johanna and Isaac

THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY,
FROM the Old ftrntiito State, arc happy to an

nounca to th<* citlr.en* of Washington that theywill give three of their VOCAL KNT KRTA1NMKNTH
AT CARVSI'8 SALOON,

commencing on thi$ (Friday) evening, Fdrnary 17,
1854, ami positively cloning Monday, the 20th, intro-
during their now compositions

Tickets 60 cents; children half price -to bo had
at the principal Music and Bookstores.
Doon open at flj o'clock Concert to commence at

7| o'clock. Feb. 17.

FREEDOM AND PUBLIC KAIT11.

SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
ON THE

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS BILLS

In United Slated Senate, February 17, lHu4.

Mr. President :
The United States, at the close of the Rev¬

olution, rested southward on the St. Mary's,
and westward on the Mississippi, and possessed a broad, unoccupied domain, circumscribed
by those rivers, the Alleghany mountains, and
the great Northern lakes. The Constitution
anticipated the division of this domain into
States, to be admitted as members of the Union,
but it neither provided for nor anticipated anyenlargement of the national bpundanes. The
People, engaged in reorganizing their Govern¬
ments, improving their social systems, and
establishing relations of commerce and friend¬
ship with other nations, remained many years
content within their apparently ample limits.
But it was already foreseen that the free naviga¬tion of the Mississippi would soon become an
urgent public want.

France, although she had lost'Canada, in
chivalrous battle, on the Heights of Abraham,
in 1763, nevertheless, still retained her ancient
territories on the western bank of the Mississip¬pi; She had also, just before the breaking out
of her own fearful revolution, re-acquired, by
a secret treaty, the possessions on the Gulf of
Mexico, which, in a recent war, had been
wrested from her by Spain. Her First Consul,
among those brilliant achievements which
proved him the first Statesman as well as the
first Captain of Europe, sagaciously sold the
whole of these possessions to the United States,
for a liberal sum, and thus replenished his treas¬
ury, while he saved from his enemies, and trans¬
ferred to a friendly Power, distant and vast
regions, which, for want of adequate naval
force, he was unable to defend.
Thi9 purchase of Louisiana from France, by

the Uuited States, involved a great dispute con¬
cerning the western limits of that province;
and this controversy, having remained openuntil 1819, was then adjusted by a treaty, in
which they relinquished Texas to Spain, and
accepted a cession of the early-discovered and
long-inhabited provinces of East Florida and
West Florida. The United States stipulated,
in each of these cases, to admit the countries
thus annexed into the Federal Union.
The acquisitions of Oregon, by discovery and

occupation, of Texas, by her voluntary annex¬
ation, and of New Mexico and California, in¬
cluding what is now called Utah, by war, com¬
pleted that rapid course of enlargement, at the
close of which our frontier has been fixed near
the centre of what was New Spain, on the At¬
lantic side of the continent, while on the west,
as on the east, only an ocean separates us from
the nations of the old world. It is not in my
way now to speculate on the question, how
long we are to rest on these advanced posi¬
tions.

Slavery, before the Revolution,existed in all
the thirteen Colonies, as it did also in nearly all
the other European plantations in America.
But it had been forced by British authority, for
political and commercial ends, oh the American
People, against their own sagacious instincts of
policy, and their strouger feelings ofjustice and
humanity.
They bad protested and remonstrated against

the system,*earnestly, for forty years, and theyceased to protest and remonstrate against it
only when they finally committed their entire
cause of complaint to the arbitrament of arms.
An earnest spirit of emancipation was abroad
in the Colonies at the close of the Revolution,
and all of them, except, perhaps, South Caro¬
lina and Georgia, anticipated, desired, and de¬
signed an early removal of the system from the
country. The suppression of the African slave
trade, which was universally regarded as an¬

cillary to that great measure, was not, without
much reluctance, postponed until 1806.
While there was no national power, and no

claim or disire for national power, anywhere,
to compel involuntary emancipation in the
States where slavery existed, there was at the
same time a very general desire and a strong
purpose to prevent its introduction into new
communities yet to be formed, and into flew
States yet to be established. Mr. Jefferson pro¬
posed, as early as 1784, to exclude it from the
national domain which should be constituted
by cessions from the States to the United States.
He recommended and urged the measure as

ancillary, also, to the ultimate policy of eman¬

cipation. There seems to have been at first no
very deep jealousy between the emancipating
and the non-emancipating States ; and the pol¬
icy of admitting new States was not disturbed
by questions concerning slavery. Vermont, a

uon-slaveholding State, was admitted in 1793.
Kentucky, a tramontane slaveholding- com¬
munity, having been detached from \ irginia,
was admitted, without being questioned, about
the same time. So, also, Tennessee, which
was a similar community separated from North
Carolina, was admitted in 1790, with a stipula¬
tion that the Ordinance which Mr. Jefferson
had first proposed, and which had in the mean
time been adopted for the Territory northwest
of the Ohio, should not be held to apply within
her limits. The same course was adopted in
organizing Territorial Governments for Missis¬
sippi and Alabama, slaveholding communities
which had been detached from South Carolina
and Georgia. All these States and Territories
were situated southwest of the Ohio river, all
were more or less already peopled by slave
holders with their slaves; and to have excluded
slavery within their limits would have been a
national act, not of preventing the introduction
of slavery, but of abolishing slavery. In short,
the region southwest of the Ohio river present¬
ed a field in which the policy of preventing the
introduction of slavery was impracticable.
Our forefathers never attempted what was im

practicable.
But the case was otherwise in that fair and

broad region which stretched away from the
banks ot the Ohio, northward to the lakes, and
westward to the Mississippi. It was yet free,
or practically free, from the presence of slaves,
and was nearly uninhabited, and quite unoccu
pied. There was then no Baltimore and Ohio
railroad, no Erie railroad, no New York Cen¬
tral railroad, no Boston and Ogdensburgh rail
road ; there was no railroad through Canada ;
nor, indeed, any road around or across the
mountains; no imperial F.rie canal, no Wei
land canal, no lockages around the rapids and
the falls of the St. Lcwi-eiice, the Mohawk, and
the Niagara rivers, and no steam navigation on
the lakes or on the Hudson, or on the Missis
sippi. There, in that remote and secluded
region, the prevention of the introduction of
Slavery was pos*ible; anil there our forefathers,
who left no possible national good unattempted,
did prevent, it. It makes one's heart bound
with joy and gratitude, and lift itself up with
mingWi pride and veneration, to read the his
tory of that grent transaction. Discarding the
trite and common forms of expressing the na¬
tional will, they did not merely " vote," or
" resolve," or " enact." as on other occasions,
but they " ordained," in language marked at
once with precision, amplification, solemnity,
and emphasis, that there " shall be neither sla¬
very nor involuntary servitude in the said Ter¬
ritory, otherwise than in the punishment of
crime, whereof the party shall have been dulyconvicted." And they further okdainro and
declared that this law should lie considered a
compact between the original States and the
People and Slates of said Territory, and forever
remain unalterable, unless by common consent.
The Ordinance was agreed to unanimously'.
Virginia, in re affirming her cession of the ter¬
ritory, ratified it, and the first Congress held

under the Constitution solemnly renewed and
oont'rmed it.

In pursuance of this Ordinance, the several
Territorial Governments successively establish¬
ed in the Northwest Territory were organized
with a prohibition of the introduction of slave¬
ry, and in due time, though at successive peri¬
ods, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and
Wisconsin, States erected within that Territory,have coiue into the Union with Constitutions in
their hands forever prohibiting slavery and in¬
voluntary servitude, except for the punishment
of crime. They are yet young; but, neverthe¬
less, who has ever seen elsewhere such States
as they are! There are gathered the young,
the vigorous, the active, the enlightened sons
of every State, the flower and chivalry of
every State iu this broad Union; and there
the emigrant for conscience sake, and for free¬
dom's sake, from every land in Europe, from
proud and all-conquering Britain, from heart¬
broken Ireland, from sunny Italy, from mercu¬
rial France, from spiritual Germany, from
chivalrous Hungary, and from honest and
brave old Sweden and Norway. Thence are
already coming ample supplies of corn and
wheat and wine for the manufacturers of the
East, for the planters of the tropics, and even for
the artisans and the armies of Europe; and
thence will continue to come iu long succes¬
sion, as they have already begun to come,
statesmen and legislators for this continent.
Thus it appears, Mr. President, that it was

the policy of our fathers, in regard to the origin¬al domain of the United States, to prevent the
introduction of slavery, wherever it was prac¬ticable. This policy encountered greater ditfi-
culites when it came under consideration with
a view to its establishment in regions not in¬
cluded within our original domaiu. While
slavery had been actually abolished already, by
some of the emancipating States, several of
them, owing to a great change iu the relative
value of the productions of slave labor, had
fallen off* into the class of non-emancipating
States; and now the whole lamily of States
was divided and classified as slaveholding or
slave States, and non-slaveholding or free
States. A rivalry for political ascendency was
soon developed; and, besides the motives of
interest aud philanthropy which had before
existed, there was now on each side a desire to
increase, from among the candidates for ad¬
mission into the Union, the number of States in
their respective classes, and so their relative
weight and influence in the Federal Councils.
The country which had been acquired from

France was, in 180-4, organized in two Terri¬
tories, one of which, includingNew Orleans as
its capital, was called Orleans, and the other,
having St. Louis lor its chief town, was called
Louisiana. In 1812, the Territory of Orleans
was admitted as a new State, under the name
of Louisiana. It had been an old slaveholding
colony of France, and the prevention of slavery
within it would have been a simple act of
abolition. At the same time, the Territory of
Louisiana, by authority of Congress, took the
uame of Missouri; and, in 1819, the portion
thereof which now constitutes the State of Ar¬
kansas was detached, and beame a Territory,
under that name. In 1819, Missouri, which
was then but thinly peopled, and had an incon-
sidereble number of slaves, applied for admis¬
sion into the Union, and her application brought
the question of extending to that State, and to
other new States in the region acquired from
France, the policy of the Ordinance of 1787,
to a direct issue. The House of Representa¬
tives insisted on a prohibition against the fur¬
ther introduction of slavery in the Stale, as a
condition of her admission. The Senate dis¬
agreed with the House in that demand. The
uon-slaveholdiug States sustained the House,
aud the slaveholding States sustained the
Senate. The difference was radical, and tended
towards revolution.
One party maintained that the condition de¬

manded was constituuonal, the other that it
was unconstitutional. The public mind be¬
came intensely excited, and painful apprehen¬
sions of disunion and civil war-began to pre¬
vail in the country..

In this crisis, a majority of both Houses
agreed upon a plan for the adjustment of the
controversy. By this plan, Maine, a non-

slaveholding State, was to be admitted; Missou¬
ri was to be admitted without submitting to
the condition before mentioned ; and in all that
part of the Territory acquired from France,
which was north of the line of 36 deg. 30 mm.
of north latitude, slavery was to be forever
prohibited. Louisiana, which was a part of
that Territory, had been admitted as a slave
State eight years before; and now, not only
was Missouri to be admitted as a slave State,
but Arkansas, which was south of that line,
by strong implication, was also to be admitted
as a slaveholding State. I need not indicate
what were the equivalents which the respect¬
ive parties were to receive in this arrangement,
further than to say that the slaveholding States
practically were to receive slaveholding States,
the free States to receive a desert, a solitude, in
which they might, if they could, plant the
germs of future tree States. This measure was
adopted. It was a great national transaction.
the first of a class of transactions which have
since come to be thoroughly defined and well
understood, under the name of compromises.
My own opinions concerning them are well
known, and are not in question here. According
to the general understanding, they are marked
by peculiar circumstances and features, viz:

First, there is a division of opinion upon
some vital national question lietween the two
Houses of Congress, which division is irrecon¬
cilable, except by mutual concessions of inter-
eats and opinions, which the Houses deem con
stitutional and just.

Secondly, they are rendered necessary by
impending calamities, to result from the failure
of legislation, and to be no otherwise averted
than by such mutual concessions, or sacrifices.

Thirdly, that such concessions are mutual
aud equal, or are accepted as such, and so be¬
come conditions of the mutual arrangement.

Fourthly, that by this mutual exchange of
conditions, the transaction takes on the nature
and condition of a contract, compact, or treaty,between the parties represented ; and so, ac¬

cording to well-settled principles of morality
and public law, the statute winch embodies it
is understood, by those who uphold this system
of legislation, to be irrevocable and irrepeala-
ble, except by the mutual consent of both, or
of all the parties concerned. Not, indeed, that
it is absolutely irrepealahle, but that it cannot
be repealed without a violation.of honor, jus
tice, and good faith, which it is presumed will j
not lie committed.
Such was the Compromise of 1820. Mis-

souri came into the Union immediately as a

slaveholding State, and Arkansas came in as a

slaveholding Suite, without objection, eight
years afterward. Nebraska, the part of the
Territory reserved exclusively Ibr tree Territo¬
ries and free States, has remained a wilderness
ever since. And now it is proposed here to
abrogate, not, indeed, the whole Compromise,
but only that part of it which saved Nebraska
as free territory, to he afterwards divided into
non-slaveholding States, which should be ail 1
mitted into the Union. And this is proposed,
notwithstanding nn universal acquiescence in
the Compromise, by both parties,.for thirty
years, and its confirmation, over and over again,
by many acts of successive < 'ongresses, and
notwithstanding that the slaveholding States
have peaceably enjoyed, ever since it was
made, all their equivalents, while, owing to
circumstances which will hereafter appear, the
non slaveholding States have not practicallyenjoyed any of those guarantied to them.

This is the question now before the Seriate
of the United States of America.

It is a question of transcendent importance.

The proviso of 1820, lo be abrogated iu Ne¬
braska, is the Ordinance of the Continental
Congress of 1787, extended over a new part ol
the national domain, acquired under our pres
ent Constitution. It in rendered venerable byits antiquity, aud sacred by the memory of that
Congress, which, in surrendering its trust, afier
establishing the Ordinance, eujoined it uponposterity, always to remember that the cause
of the United States was the cau^e of Human
Nature. The question involves an issue of

Fublic faith, and national morality and honor.
t will be a sad day for this Republic, whensuch a question shall be deemed unworthy of

grave discussion aud intense interest. Even
if it were certain that the inhibition of slaveryin the region concerned was unnecessary, and
if the question was thus reduced to a mere ab¬
straction, yet even that abstraction would in¬
volve the testimony of the United States on the
expediency, wisdom, morality, and justice, of
the system of human Itondage, with which
this und other portions of the world have been
so long afflicted ; and it will lie a melancholyday for the Republic and for mankind, when
her decision on even such an abstraction shall
command no respect, and inspire no hope into
the hearts of the oppressed. But it is no such
abstraction. It was no unnecessary dispute,
no mere contest of.blind passion, that broughtthat Compromise into being. Slavery and
Freedom were active antagonists, then seekingfor ascendency in this Union. Both Slaveryand Freedom are more vigorous, active, and
self-aggrandizing now, than they were then,
or ever were beiore or since that period. The
contest between them has been only protracted,
not decided. It is a great feature iu our na¬
tional Hereafter. So the question ol adhering
to or abrogating this Compromise is no un¬
meaning issue, and no contest of mere blind
passion now.
To adhere, is to secure (he occupation byfreemen, with free labor, of a region in the

very centre of the continent, capable of sus
taining, and in that event destined, though it
may lie only after a far-distant period, to sus¬
tain ten, twenty, thirty, forty millions of peo¬ple and their successive generations forever!
To abrogate, is to resign all that vast region

to chances which mortal vjsion cannot lullyforesee; perhaps to the sovereignty of such
stinted and short lived communities as those of
which Mexico and* South America and the
West India Islands present us with examples ;
perhaps to convert that region into the scene
of long and desolating conflicts between not
merely races, but castes, to end, like a similar
conflict in Egypt, in a convulsive exodus of
the oppressed people, despoiling their superi¬
ors ; perhaps, like one not dissimilar in Spain,in the forcible expulsion of the inferior race,
exhausting the State by the sudden and com¬
plete suppression of a great resource of national
wealth and labor; perhaps in the disastrous ex¬
pulsion, even of the superior race itself, by a

people too suddenly raised from slavery to lib¬
erty, as in St. Domingo. To adhere, is to se¬
cure forever the presence here, after some lapseof time, of two, four, ten, twenty, or more
Senators, and of Representatives in larger pro¬
portions, to uphold the policy and interests of
the uon-slaveholding States, and balance that
ever-increasing representation of slaveholdingStates, which past experience, and the decayof the Spanish American Stales, admonish us
has only just begun; to save what the non-
slaveholding Slates have in mints, navy yards,the military academy and fortifications, to bal¬
ance against the capital and federal institutions
in the slaveholding States; to save against any
danger from adverse or hostile policy, the cul¬
ture, the manufactures, and the commerce, as
well as* the just influence and weight of the
national principles and sentiments of the slave-
holding States. To adhere, is lo save, to the
non-slaveholding Slates, as well as to the slave-
holding States, always, and in every event, a

right of way and Tree communication across
the continent, to aud with the States on the
Pacific coasts, and with the rising States on the
islands in the South Sea, and with all the east¬
ern nations on the vast continent of Asia.
To abrogate, on the contrary, is to commit

all these precious interests to the chances and
hazards of embarrassment and injury b| legis¬lation, under the influence of social, political,
and commercial jealousy and rivalry ; and in
the event of the secession of the slaveholding
States, which is so often threatened in iheir
name, but I thank God without their authority,
to give to a servile population a La Vendee at
the very sources of the Mississippi, and in the
very recesses of the Rocky Mountains.
Nor is this last a contingency against which

a statesman, when engaged in giving a Consti¬
tution for such a Territory, so situated, must
veil his eyes. It is a statesman's province and
duty to look before as well as after. I know,
indeed, the present loyalty of the American
People, North and South, and East and West.
I know that it is a sentiment stronger than any
sectional interest or ambition, and stronger tfoan
even the love ofequality in the non-slaveholding
States; and stronger, I doubt not, than the love
of slavery in the slaveholding States. But I
do not know, and no mortal sagacity does
know, the seductions of interest and ambition,
and the influences of passion, which are yet to
be matured in every region. I know this, how
ever: that this Union is safe now, and that it
will be safe so long as impartial politicalequality shall constitute the basis ol society, as
it has heretofore done, in even hall ol these
States, and they shall thus maintain a just equi
librium against the slaveholding States. But I
am well assured, also, on ihe other hand, that
if ever the slaveholding Stales shall multiply
themselves, and extend their sphere, so that
they could, without association with the non-

slaveholding States, constitute of themselves a
commercial republic, from that day their rule,
through the Executive, Judicial, and Legisla¬
tive powers of this Government, will be such
as will be hard for Hie non-slaveholding States
to bear; and their pride and ambition, since
they are congregations of men, and are moved
by human passions, will consent to no Union
in which they shall not so rule.
The slaveholding States already possess the

mouths of the Mississippi, and their territory
reaches far northward along its banks, on one
side to the Ohio, and on the other even to the
confluence ol the Missouri, rhey stretch their
dominion now from the banks of the Delaware,
quite around bay, headland, and promontory,
to the Rio Grande. They will not stop, al¬
though they now think they jnav, on the sum¬
mit of the Sierra Nevada; nay. their armed
pioneers are already in Sonora, and their eyes
are already fixed, never to be taken off, on the
island ol Cuba, the Uueen of the Antilles. If
we of the non slaveholding Sta,es surrender to
them now the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains, and the very sources of the Missis
sippi, what territory will lie secure, what terri¬
tory cau lie secured hereafter, for the creation
and organization of free States, within our
ocean bound domain ? What territories on this
continent will remain unappropriated and un¬

occupied, for us to annex ? hat territories,
even if we are able to buy or conquer them
from Great Britain or Russia, will the slave-
holding States suffer, much less aid, us to an¬
nex, to restore the equilibrium which by this
unnecessary measure we shall have so un

wisely, so hurriedly. >o suicidally subverted ?
Nor am I to be told that only a few slaves

will enter into this vast region. One slave
holder in a new Territory, with access to the
Executive ear at Washineton, exercises more

political influence than five hundred freemen.
It is not necessary that all or a majority of the
citizens of a State shall he slaveholders, to con
stitute a slaveholding State. Delaware has only
2.000 slaves, against 91,000 freemen ; and yet
Delaware is a slaveholdina State. The propor-

lion is nut substantially different in Marylandand in Mi^wouri; and yet tliny are tdaveholdirig
Slates. These, sir, are the stakes in this legis¬
lative game, in which I lament to see, that
while the rep resen la lives oi' the slaveholding
States are unanimously and earnestly playinglo win, so many of the representatives of the
uon slaveholding Slates are with even greaterzeal and diligence playing to lose.
Mr. President, the Committee who have rec¬

ommended these twin bills lor the organizationof the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas hold
the affirmative in the argument upon their
passage.
What is the case they present to the Senate

aud the country ?
They have submitted a report j but that re¬

port, brought in before they had introduced or
even conceived this bold and daring measure of
abrogating the Missouri Compromise, directs all
its arguments against it.
The Committee say, in their report:
" Such btting the character of tlio controversy, in

rospuct to tho territory acquired from Mexico a sim¬ilar question has arisen in regard to the right to hold
slaves in the proposed Territory of Nebraska, when theIndian laws shall be withdrawn, and the countrythrown open to emigration and settlement. By the
8t.h section of' an act to authorise the people of the
Missouri Territory to form a Constitution «nd State
Government, and for the admission of such State into
the Union on an equal footing with tho original States,aud to prohibit Slavery in curtain Territories,' ap¬proved March ft, 1820, it was provided: That in all
that Territory ceded by Franco to tho United States
under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thir¬
ty-six degiees and thirty minuteB north latitude, not
included witbiu the limits of the State contemplatedby this act. slavery and involuntary servitude, other¬
wise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the
parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and
is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided, nlway». That
any person escaping into the same, from whom labor
or servioe is lawfully claimed in any State or Terri¬
tory of tho United States, su»h fugitive may bo law¬
fully recluimed, and conveyed to tho |terson claiminghis or her labor or service, as aforesaid.'

" Under this soction, its in the case of the Mexican
law in New Mexico and UtHh, it is a disputed pointwhottfor vlavory is prohibitod in the Nebraska coun¬
try by valid enactment. The decision of this ques¬tion involves tho constitutional power of Congress to
pacs laws prescribing aud rogulating tho domestic in¬
stitutions of the various Territories of tho Union. In
the opin.on of those eminent statesmen who hold that
Congioss is invested with no rightful authority to
legislate upon the subjoct of slavery in tho Toirito-
ries. tho Uth section of the act preparatory to the ad¬
mission of Missouri is null and void while the pre¬vailing aentment in large portions of the Union e-us-
tains the doctrine that the Constitution of the United
States secares to every citizen an inalienable right to
movo into any ot the Territories with bis property, of
whatever kind and description, and to hold and enjoythe same under the sanction of law. Your Committee
do not feel themselvos callcd upon to ontor into tho
discussion of those controverted questions. They in¬
volve the same grave issues which produced the agi¬tation, the sectional strife, and the fearful struggle of1850. As Congress doomed it wise and prudent to
rofrain from deciding tho matters in controversy thon,either by affirming or repealing the Mexican laws or
by an act declaratory of the true intent of the Con-
stitut on, and the extent of the protection afforded byit lo slave property in the Territories, so your Com-
mittoe are not prepared now to recommend a de¬
parture from tho course pursued on that memorable
occasion, eithor by affirming or repealing the 8th soc¬
tion of the Missouri act, or by any act declaratory of
the meaning of the Constitution in respect to the le¬
gal points in dispute."

This report gives us the deliberate judgmentof the Committee on two important points.First, that the Compromise of 1850 did not, byits letter or by its spirit, repeal, or render neces¬
sary, or even propose, the abrogation of the
Missouri Compromise ; and, secondly, that the
Missouri Compromise ought not now to be
abrogated. And now, sir, what do we next
hear from this Committee ? First, two similar
and kindred bills, actually abrogating the Mis¬
souri Compromise, which, in their report, theyhad told us ought not to be abrogated at all.
Secondly, these bills declare on their face, in
substance, that that Compromise was alreadyabrogated by the spirit of that very Compro¬mise of 1850, which, in their report they had
just shown us, left the Compromise ol 1820
absolutely unaffected and unimpaired. Thirdly,the Committee favor us, by their chairman,with an oral explanation, that the amended
bills abrogating the Missouri Compromise are
identical with their previous bill, which did not
abrogate it, and are only made to differ in
phraseology, to the end that the provisions con¬
tained in their ^previous, and now discarded,bill, shall be absolutely clear and certain.

I entertain great respect for the Committee
itself, but 1 must take leave to say that the in¬
consistencies and self-contradictions contained
in the papers it has given us, have destroyedall claims, on the part of those documents, to
respect, here or elsewhere.
The recital of the effect of the Compromise

of 1850 upon the Compromise of 1820, as final¬
ly revised, corrected, and amended, here in the
face of the Senate, means after all substantially
what that recital meant as it stood before it was
perfected, or else it means nothing tangible or
worthy of consideration at all. What if the
spirit, or even the letter, of the Compromiselaws of 1850 did conflict with the Compromiseof 1820? The Compromise of 1820 was, by
its very nature, a Compromise irrepealableand unchangeable, without a violation of hon-
or, justice, and good faith. The Compromise
of 1850, if it impaired the previous Compro¬
mise to the extent of the loss to free labor of
one acre of the Territory of Nebraska, was
either absolutely void, or ought, in all subse-
qent legislation, to be deemed and held void.
What if the spirit or the letter of the Com

promise was a violation of the Compromise of
1820? Then, inasmuch as the < 'ompromise
of 1820 was inviolable, the attempted violation
of it shows that the so-called Compromise of
1850 was to that extent not a Compromise at
all, hut a factitious, spurious, and preienied
Compromise. What if the letter or the spiritof the Compromise of 1850 did supersede or

impair or even conflict with the Compromiseof 1820? Then that kj a reason, not for abro¬
gating the irrepealable and inviolable Compro¬mise of 1820, but the spurious and pretended
Compromise of 1850.

Mr. President, why is this reason for the
proposed abrogation of the Compromise ol 1820
assigned in these bills at all ? It is unnecessary.
The assignment of a reason adds nothing to the
force or weight of the abrogation itself. Kither
the fact alleged as a reason- is true or it is nol
true. If it be untrue, your asserting it here
will not make it true. If it be true, it is ap-
parent in the text of the law of 1850,. without
the aid of legislative exposition now. It is un-
usual. It is unparliamentary. The languageof the lawgiver, whether the sovereign be
Democratic, Republican, or Despotic, is al¬
ways the same. It is mandatory, imperative.If the lawgiver explains at all in a statute the
reason for it, the reason is that it is his plea*,
ure.*ic polo, tic juben. Look at the Compro¬mise of 1820. Does it plead an excuse for lis
commands ? Look at the Compromise of 1850,
drawn by the master hand of our American
Chatham. Dot;# that bespeak your favor by a

quibbling or shuffling apology ? Look at your
own, now rejected, first Nebraska bill, which,
by conclusive implication, saved the effect of
the Missouri Compromise. Look at any other
bill ever reported by the Committee on Territo¬
ries. Look at any other bill now on your cal¬
endar. Examine all the laws on your statute
books. Do you find any one bill or statute
which ever came bowing, stooping, and wrig¬
gling into the Senate, pleading an excuse for
its clear and explicit declaration of the sover¬
eign and irresistible will of the American Peo
pie? The departure from this habit in this
solitary case betrays self distrust, and an at¬
tempt on the pari of the bill to divert the
public attention, to raise complex and immate¬
rial issues, to perplex and bewilder and com
found the People by whom this transaction is
to be reviewed. Look again at the vacillation
betrayed in the frequent changes of the struc-
ture of this apology. At first the recital told us

oHfeS) J;!,ghlh secl'?° of ltit Compromise act

Conmr
aS ^P^seded by the principle* otthe

r CflaVV80f 1850.as if any one had

ay, «'S
c!^^T^o,°L,t,rr:al' 'V,'!'"

the Compromise of 1850 a, tU buTS^^J
inconsistent with " it-as if a loSl "1^

which was irrepeaiable was now to he abro¬
gated, because it was inconsistent with a sub

IK. r"wllET',i,,vl,i''' '"d
wnatever within the region lo which the fu ,i
enactment was confined. On a third' day the
meaning of the recital was further and finally
t» a?" h' fi

y UU amend,ne«"» which declared

hraNka /
St ,,rrePea,able act protecting Ne¬

braska from slavery was now declared " jn-
VO,d'" llf','au9f' '. was inconsist-

foLSfjlhe,pre8ent Purposes of Congress not
to epslate slavery into any Territory or State,
nor to exclude it therefrom.

m. "Vak'' this apology in whatever form it

process.eXprPS8e ' «<"< '«*bgic by a simple

,h
'aW °f 1820 secured free institutions in

the regions acquired from France in 1803, by
nfthTlT and Prudent foresight of the Congressof the United States. The law of 1850, on the
contrary, committed the choice between EZ
and slave institutions in New Mexico and
Utah-Territories acquired from Mexico nearly
filly years afterward_to the interested cupiditj
or the caprice of their earliest and accidental
occupants, b ree Institutions and Slave Insti
tutions are equal, but the interested cupidity of
the pioneer is a wiser arbiter, and his judgment
a surer safeguard, than the collective wisdom
ol the Ameni an People and the most solemn
and time-honored statute of the AmenVi,,,
Congress. 1 herefore, let the law of fn-edom

iiiiii T:quirHi />oni Franw '"'"ow
annulled and abrogated, and let the fortune«
and fate of l< reedom and Slavery in tiie reirinn
acquired from France, be, hencelbrwanl, de¬
termined by the votes of some seven hundred
camp followers around Fort Leavenwor.h, and

smaller number of trappers, Govern¬
ment schoolmasters, and mechanics, who at¬
tend the Indians in their seasons of rest from

Sit .hi! ,nl!he.PMses of th« Rocky Mountains.
Spn.tn

Sy 0gl®,niair satisfy you and other
Senators; but as for me, I must be content to
adhere to the earlier system. Stare miner

iiutiqwis mas.
'

There is yet another difficulty in this new

theory. Let ,t l>e granted that, in order ,o

New VTUt * n<1W PnnciP,e recently adopted in
New Mexico, you can supplant a compromise
n^ebraska yet there is a maxim of public
law which lorbids you from supplanting that
compromise, and establishing a new svstem
tfiere, until you hrst restore the parties in interest
here to their statu f]m before the compromise-
to be supplanted was established. First then
remand Missouri and Arkansas back to the un¬
settled condition, in regard to slavery which
they held belore the Compromise of 1820 was
enacted, and then we will hear you talk of

this Y? Compromise. You cannot do
this. \ou ought not to do it, if you could
and because you cannot and ought not to do it'"
you cannot, without violating law, justice'
am?ndN&br0?a,P
diffiiXy15.You S'the 4nverny1aws$or^
a corapromise between the slaveholding and
non-slaveholding States. For the purposes of
this argument, let it lie granted that they were
such a compromise. It was nevertheless a

compromise concerning slavery in the Territo¬
ries acquired from Mexico, snd by the letter of
the compromise it extended no further Can
you now by an act which is not a compromise
UwWep?, VT6 Part,es« but a ni«e ordinary
law, extend the lorce and obligation of ;he
principles of that Compromise of 1850 in-o

PI"8 1101 excluded from it. but absolute¬
ly protected from your intervention there by a

solemn Compromise of thirty years'duration,
and invested with a sanctity scarcely inferior
to that which hallows the Constitution itsel.' /
Lan the Compromise of 1850, by a mere

Syr °' legislation, be extended beyond
the p am, known, fixed intent and understand¬
ing ol the parties at the time that contract was
made, and yet be binding on the parties to it
not jnerely legally, ,,ul*in hofJ and ££
science I Can you abrogate a compromise hv
passing any law of less dignity ihan a com¬

promise If go, ol what value is any one or
the whole of the Compromises? Thus you
see that these bills violate l*>th of the Compro¬
mises.not more that of 1820 than that of
1850.

Will you maintain in argument that it was
uruler*loud by the parties interested throughout
the country, or by either of them, or by any
representative of either, in either House of
Congrtss, that the principle then established
should extend beyond the limits of the territo¬
ries acquired from Mexico, into the territories
acquired nearly fifty years before, from France,
and then reposing under the guarantee" of the
Compromise of 1820? 1 know not how Sen¬
ators may vote, but I do know what they h ill
aay. 1 appeal to the honorable Senator from
Michigan, [Mr. Cass.) than whom none per¬
formed a more distinguished part in establish¬
ing the Compromise of IS/iO, whether he so
intended or understood. I appeal to the honor¬
able and distinguished Senator, tlx* senior rep
resentative from Tennessee, (Mr. Bn.t.,1 wiio
performed a distingui-bed part also, hid ha
so understand the Compromise of Irt'iO? I ap¬
peal to that very distinguished.nay. sir, that
expression falls short of his eminence.that il¬
lustrious man, the Senator from Missouri, who
led the opposition here to the Compromise of
IB-'jO. Dm be understand that that Compro¬
mise in any way overreached or impaired the
Compromise of 1820 ? Sir, that distinguished
person, while opposing the combination of the
several laws on the subject of California and
the Territories, and Slavery, together, in otie

bill, so as to constitute a Compromise, never¬
theless Voted for each one ol those bills, sever¬

ally ; and in that way, and that way onlv, they
were passed. Had he known or understood
that any one of them overreached and impaired
the .Missouri Compromise, we all know he
would have peristal before he would have
given it his support.

Sir. if it was not irreverent, I would darr to
call up the author of both of the Compromises
in question, from his honored, though yet
scarcely grass-covered grave, and challenge
any advocate of this measure to confront that
imperious shade, and say that, in making the
Compromise of 18JS0, he intended or dreamed
that he was subverting, or preparing the way
for a subversion of. his greaier work of 1820-
Sir, if that eagle spirit is yet lingering here over

the scene of his mortal labors, and watching
over the welfare of the Republic he loved so

well, his heart is now moved with more than
human indignation against those who are per¬
verting his hist great public act from its legit¬
imate uses, not merely to subvert the column,
but to wtench from its very bed the base of the
column that perpetuates his fame.

[to bf. COMCI-Onrn to-morrow.)
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